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Challenge .   
A call or summons to engage in any contest, as of skill, strength, etc. 
Something that by its nature or character serves as a call to battle, contest, special effort, etc. 
Difficulty in a job or undertaking that is stimulating to one engaged in it. 

When you hear the word, what is your first reaction?  As a quilter, my first definition is ña guild, small 
group, or association is issuing a challenge to create a quilt based on a specific theme.ò  My second 
definition would be ñsomething difficult that does not come easily to me or that is not easy by natureò 
and third, ñsomething I willingly take on to test my limits and learn new things.ò   
Summons to engage in any contest:  Iôve participated in several creative challenges organized by 
small groups that I belong to, but perhaps not as many as I should.  Generally speaking, I want to be 
thrilled and delighted with the results and I am disappointed when the end result doesnôt match my 
grand vision.  This year I am challenging myself to just relax and enjoy the process as well as what I 
am learning, and not to invest so much in the final product.  Itôs the only way I will grow as a person 
and as a quilter. 
Something that by its natureéserves as a éspecial effort:  I suffer from QADD ï Quilting Attention 
Deficit Disorder which can be difficult to manage at times.  I donôt think the AMA recognizes the 
affliction, but thatôs because I coined it and havenôt told them about it yet.  Like a tiny-brained animal, 
I am easily distracted by new fabrics, new techniques and new ideas.  70% of the time I am working 
on a project, Iôll be day dreaming about the next 14 things I want to start.  This year I am also 
challenging myself to FINISH PROJECTS.  (Because I also suffer from Rationalization, Iôve decided 
that I donôt have to finish one project before starting another, I just have to finish more than I start.)  If 
I take the time to jot down all of those design ideas, color schemes and techniques I want to try, Iôll 
have a wonderful source of ideas later and I will also be able to focus more on the task at hand and 
enjoy it. 
Difficultyéthat is stimulating to one engaged in it:  Familiar colors, patterns and techniques are safe, 
nonthreatening and can give us a sense of comfort.  However, if we always choose the safe route, 
we get complacent and our work can become boring.  I try to challenge myself by incorporating 
colors I donôt typically use (or like) and by learning new techniques.  Itôs good for my brain, my 
confidence and my work.  The more skills I have in my quilterôs toolbox, the easier it is to create a 
quilt that is truly my own. 
I challenge YOU to take advantage of everything the guild has to offer ï especially access to 
national and international teachers.  Donôt decide against taking a class simply because the pattern, 
style or technique isnôt what you usually do.  Take the class BECAUSE the pattern, style or 
technique is something that you typically donôt do.  This is your summons to engage in any contest 
that by its nature serves as a special effort and that is stimulating to one engaged in it!  Sign up early 
and often. 
 

Happy Quilting, 
Sonja 
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  Raffle Tickets 2010 
     Judy Thornton  

Safe House 
    Anne Rapundalo  
Safe House Quilt Labels 
     Ann Rapundalo 
Safe House Fabrics 
    Karen Bredschneider  
    Mary Bajcz  
 Shopkeeper Liaison 
    Pat Abersold 
Small groups coordinator 
    Renee Panther   
Teachers 
   Diane Wickenheiser  
Technology Chair & Web Site 
    Adele Roy  
        
For contact information, consult your membership 
directory. If you donôt have one, contact info at 
GAAQG.com. 

   

Deadline for submissions to the next  

Newsletter is April 1, 2010 

Mail them to: 

Julie Hacala 

5508 Pineview Dr. 

Ypsilanti, Mi. 48197 

E-mail: jhacala@aol.com 

President 
   Sonja Hagen 
1st Vice President-Programs 

       Kaye Whittington 
    2nd Vice President - Membership 

    Margaret  Venema 
 Secretary 
    Diane Pihalja 
Treasurer 
    Peg Shearer 
Admissions Table 
      Maggie McArthur  
Afternoon Alternatives 
    Linda Larsen 
Blocks for SafeHouse Chairman 
   Diana Upps 
Education & Preservation 
    Carol Spaly  
    Dawn Caplis  
Garage Sale 
    Shelly Carpenter  
Historian 
     Diane Wickenheiser 
Librarians 
   Pat Wagner 
   Ruthann Zaroff  

    Sue Betz 
 Newsletter Advertising      
Judy Thornton  
Newsletter Editor 
    Julie Hacala  
Nickel Quilts Chairman 
    Shelly Carpenter  
     
Nominations CommitteeðOPEN 
Nominating Committee 
    Sharon Aprill  
Opportunity Board 
     Katie McGrath  
Public Relations 
    Kathy Jacobi 
Quilt Show 2010 
  Wanda Nash 

    Sue Endreszl 
   Quilting Unlimited  2011 

   Christa Hitchcock 
Raffle Quilt 2010 
    Judy Thornton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2010 Elected Officers 
 

President:  Sonja Hagen 

1st VP Programs:  Kaye Whittington 

2nd VP Membership:  Marge Venema 

Treasurer:  Peg Shearer 

Secretary:  Diane Pihalja 
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 QUILT DAY   March 20, 2010 

 

AGENDA  

 
8:30 Doors open.  Members admitted with 2010 

membership card.   

 Guest admission:  $ 10.00 

 

 9:00 Business meeting 

  9:45 Guest Speaker : Aniko Feher 

11:00 Show and Tell 

Vendor: The Quilting Season 

SafeHouse Labels 
Remember that all quilts turned in for SafeHouse 

must have a label sewn on them.  If you donôt have a 

quilt label before you bring your quilt on Quilt Day 

there are several guild members who have labels 

available for you before and during the meeting.  

Then you can sew the label on during the meeting.  

The guild members who will have SafeHouse labels 

on Quilt Days are Carol Ann Matthews, Betty Harris 

and occasionally Mary Bajcz and Karen 

Bredschneider.  If you always want to have supply at 

home one member suggests that she scanned a label 

into her computer and then printed them out. 

 
16 Safehouse Quilts Donated 

in January 
 

 

ANIKO FEHER  

 

Born and raised in Hungary, quilting was an 

unknown art form to me.  

All my life I loved to draw people and their faces. It 

fascinated me that behind every face there was a life 

story. Yet a portrait is a moment in time that captures 

the whole person.  

When I came to the United States, I discovered 

quilting rather accidently at an art fair.  

I remember how that quilt immediately attracted me 

with its colors and softness.  

At first I tried teaching myself quilting at 

home.  Later on I realized there were such a things as 

guilds and classes, but by that time it was too late.  

I was off doing my own thing.... 
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5ò Square (Nickel) Exchange 

 Thank you to everyone thatôs participated in the 5ò square exchanges!  I myself have had a wonderful time 

collecting all the different fabrics.  So far I have three works in progress.  My hope is to bring at least one 

completed top in January so you can all see just what can be done with Nickel Squares. 

  

When we started two years ago turnout was fabulous, but unfortunately trades are dwindling.  The last trade had 24 

bags of fabric dropped off.  In order to insure that everyone gets 28 different sets we need 28 fabric bags to 

trade.  January will be the last trade unless I can get a commitment for 28 fabric bags to trade at future meetings. 

  

January 2010: Light backgrounds, White on White, Cream on Cream, White on Cream, Cream on White ï reprise 

of September 2008. We always need lights to balance out all the medium/darks we get in the regular trades. 

  

If you have enjoyed this as much as I have or wanted to trade but never got around to it, please send an e-mail to 

Shellycarp@aol.com Subject (GAAQG 5ò Trade).  If you donôt have email just give me a call.  Let me know that 

you would like to participate and the number of bags your willing to bring.  What themes youôre interested in.  I 

will respond to your email so you will know if this will continue in March or not.  

  

Recap of Rules: 

Bring 28 pairs of 5ò squares (56 individual pieces, stacked wrong sides together) stacked catty-corner (alternating 

at 90 degree angles) and packaged in a GALLON size freezer bag. 

Use 100% cotton, prewashed, QUILT SHOP QUALITY fabric. 

One yard of fabric will produce 28 pairs; ONLY ONE KIND OF FABRIC PER BAG . You may submit more 

than one bag if you wish. 

Cut accurately, being sure to eliminate selvedges. Use a sharp blade, so edges donót fray 

Label the outside of the baggie with your name; a sticky address label works well. 

Turn in bags at the designated table, BEFORE THE MEETING STARTS . Since we start exchanging the squares 

during the business meeting, we need to have all the trades early. 

If you have questions, feel free to contact any of us. 

  

 Shelly Carpenter, Gloria Hovan 

mailto:Shellycarp@aol.com
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FEATURED Guest For May 14 &15, 2010 

Artist   Sylvia Pippen of Keaôau , Hawaii 
 

About the Artist  

Sylvia Pippenôs quilts combine appliqu® , Hawaiian flowers and Japanese Sashiko Embroidery 

embellishments. 

She is a co-author along with her mother , Kitty Pippen, of two books Asian Elegance Quilting with Japanese 

Fabrics and More  and Paradise Stitched  .Her inspiration comes from Tahitian and Hawaiian quilts, Japanese 

textiles, kimono and Polynesian Tapa designs.  She has designed over 30 tropical quilt patterns and kits. 

ñDiscover the secrets of Sashiko.  It is fun, fast, and easy,ò quoted  Sylvia. 

 

 

Lecture:  Saturday ï May, 15, 2010 

Tropical & Wildflowers  Sashiko Applique 

Explore innovative ways  to combine sashiko and the appliqué techniques to make a unique quilt. 

 

 

Workshop:  Friday ï May 14, 2010  Cost : $35.00  9:30 ï 4:30 

Tropical & Wildflowers Sashiko Applique  
Sylviaôs patterns/kits must be pre-ordered before the workshop. 

All patterns cost $10.00  and kits $37.00 to $45.00.  The kits includes a carefully chosen appliqué, background 

and border fabrics, pattern, instructions and sashiko thread. 

You may pay for pattern/kit with separate checks  

 

If you donôt have a kit, bring appliqu® and background fabrics listed on the back of your pattern to class. 

The patterns chosen for Fridayôs Workshop: 

Wildflowers                               Tropical Flowers 
Echinacea                                 Hibiscus 

Wild Rose                                        Anthrurium 

Trillium                      Moth Rose 

Iris                                  Plumeria 

 

All of these patterns can also  be ordered as a kit. 

You may view  on her web site:  www.sylviapippendesigns.com or call 808.981.2681  Sylvia will mail to  you. 

 

If you wish for me to order pattern/kit please check the box Ã and indicate what pattern.  

Send  payment - making check payable  to Sylvia Pippen along with the workshop fee payable to 

GAAQG. 

 

Workshop: Sunday- May 16, 2010  Cost $35.00  9:30-4:30 

Butterflies & Sashiko  or  Honu-Sea Turtle and Wave 

 

The information provided for the Fridayôs workshop applies for this class .  These patterns also comes as kits. You must decide on 

one of the pattern that you would like to make.  Go to Sylviaôs website and view the patterns. 

 

Check the box as to the pattern you would like to order ÃButterflies Ã Turtles. 

 

http://www.sylviapippendesigns.com/
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May 2010 Workshops with Sylvia Pippen 
(Please read class registration policy) 

 
Please note our classes run all day.  We will have an hour break for lunch.  The classes end at 4:30pm.  If you must leave early 

please do not ask the teacher to give you instructions early.  It disrupts the class and the other students do not get the full benefit of 

the time that they pay for.  If you must leave early you can do so but please do not disturb the rest of the class when you have to 

pack up and leave.   

 
_____Friday, May 14,  2010   9:30-4:30 Tropical & Wildflowers Sashiko Applique  

           9:30-4:30   Cost:  $35  

 

_____Sunday, May 16, 2010  9:30-4:30  Butterflies Sashiko or Honu-Sea Turtle 

&Waves     9:30-4:30  Cost:  $35   
 

Enclose a separate check for each class, payable to GAAQG and include an email address or business size 

SASE with your registration.  This will enable us to send you a supply list.   

 

Name ____________________________________________________________ 

 

Address__________________________________Tele#____________________ 

 

City _____________________________State___________Zip______________ 

 

Email Address for Supply List________________________________________ 

 

Mail Registration Form and GAAQG check to: 

 

Kaye Whittington  

22450 Eaton Ct. 

Novi, Mi. 48375-3813 

 
Workshops are held at Morris Lawrence Building at Washtenaw Community College, Ann Arbor  

 

Class Registration Policy 

To ensure the greatest participation possible the guild has the following Class Registration Policy and 

waiting list process: 

You can sign up for either class or both at the same time following these directions: 

 

1. Choosing only one class, indicate preference, send one check and one business SASE or include 

email address to receive supply list.   

2. Choosing to take both classes offered, indicate preference with 1st and 2nd.   Send a separate check for 

each class, one business SASE or include email address to receive supply list.   

3. If you elect to receive supply list by including Email, do not include SASE. 

4.  Confirmation:  Your supply list, which you should receive 2-3 wks prior to class, is your 

confirmation. 

5. If class is filled, a waiting list will be started in order of registration received.  You will be notified 

you are on a waiting list by phone or E-mail. 

6. Questions about registration process, please  email Kaye at kw22450@aol.com 
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